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1. Purpose
1.1 The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance on the appropriate use of social media by staff, coaches, volunteers, gymnasts, and parents associated with Pinewood Gymnastics Club.
1.2 Social media can be a valuable tool for communication and promoting the Club; however, it must be used responsibly and in a way that protects the welfare, safety, and reputation of the Club and its members.

2. Scope
2.1 This policy applies to all individuals associated with Pinewood Gymnastics Club, including:
· Staff
· Coaches
· Volunteers
· Gymnasts
· Parents/guardians
2.2 The policy applies to all forms of social media, including but not limited to:
· Facebook
· Instagram
· X (formerly Twitter)
· TikTok
· Snapchat
· YouTube
· WhatsApp and other messaging platforms
· Blogs and online forums



3. Official Club Social Media
3.1 Official Pinewood Gymnastics Club social media accounts will be managed only by authorised members of staff or designated administrators.
3.2 Official accounts are used to:
· Promote Club activities and achievements
· Share news, updates, and events
· Provide information to members and the wider community
3.3 Only approved content should be published on official Club platforms.

4. Use of Images and Videos
4.1 Images or videos of gymnasts may only be shared on official Club platforms where appropriate parental consent has been obtained.
4.2 When publishing images or videos of children:
· Only first names should be used
· No personal information should be included
· Care must be taken to ensure images are appropriate and respectful
4.3 Staff, coaches, and volunteers must not store images of gymnasts on personal devices unless authorised and in accordance with the Club’s Photography/Imagery Policy.

5. Conduct on Social Media
5.1 All members associated with Pinewood Gymnastics Club must ensure that their use of social media:
· Is respectful and responsible
· Does not bring the Club into disrepute
· Does not involve bullying, harassment, or discrimination
5.2 Members should not post comments or content that:
· Are offensive, abusive, or defamatory
· Reveal confidential Club information
· Criticise or undermine coaches, staff, gymnasts, or the Club publicly
5.3 Concerns or complaints should be raised through the Club’s Complaints Procedure, rather than on social media.

6. Communication with Gymnasts
6.1 Staff and coaches must not communicate privately with gymnasts under the age of 18 via personal social media accounts.
6.2 Any necessary communication should take place through:
· Official Club communication channels, or
· Parents/guardians
6.3 Where messaging platforms are used for team communication, parents should be included wherever possible.

7. Personal Accounts
7.1 Staff, coaches, and volunteers should be mindful that their personal social media activity may reflect on the Club.
7.2 Individuals should avoid posting content that could:
· Damage the reputation of Pinewood Gymnastics Club
· Conflict with the Club’s safeguarding policies
7.3 Members should not present themselves as speaking on behalf of the Club unless authorised to do so.

8. Reporting Concerns
8.1 Any concerns regarding the misuse of social media, particularly where it involves the safety or welfare of a child, should be reported to the Club Welfare Officer or Club Manager.
8.2 Where appropriate, the matter may be referred to British Gymnastics or relevant safeguarding authorities.
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9.1 Any breach of this policy may result in:
· Removal of social media content
· Restriction of Club involvement in online platforms
· Disciplinary action in line with Club policies

10. Key Principles
· Social media should be used positively and responsibly.
· The safety and welfare of children must always take priority.
· Members should act in a way that protects the reputation of Pinewood Gymnastics Club.
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