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1. General Principles
1.1 In normal circumstances, parents/guardians are responsible for transporting their children to and from training sessions, competitions, and events.
1.2 There may occasionally be situations where parents are unable to provide transport. In these circumstances, alternative arrangements may need to be considered.
1.3 Where groups are small, travel in a private vehicle may sometimes be the most practical option. However, this is not recommended as standard practice and should only be used when no suitable alternative is available.

2. Safeguarding Requirements for Transport
2.1 In accordance with British Gymnastics Safeguarding and Protecting Children guidance, adults must not be alone in a car with a gymnast under the age of 18 wherever possible.
2.2 In emergency or unforeseen circumstances, the following conditions must be met if a gymnast needs to travel in a private vehicle:
· Parental consent must be obtained prior to travel.
· The gymnast should always travel in the back seat of the vehicle and booster seats must be used if required by law.
· The driver should arrange central pick-up and drop-off points wherever possible to avoid being alone with a child.
· Parents must be provided with full details of the journey, including departure times, expected arrival times, and any planned breaks.
· The Club Manager or a member of the Board of Directors must be informed of the circumstances.
· The Club Welfare Officer must also be made aware of the arrangements.
2.3 These arrangements should only occur when no other option is available and must not become regular or routine practice.
2.4 Failure to follow this guidance may be treated as a serious breach of the British Gymnastics Health, Safety and Welfare Policy and Safeguarding and Protecting Children Policy.

3. Volunteer Drivers
3.1 In line with British Gymnastics recommendations, the Club should maintain an up-to-date register of volunteer drivers.
3.2 Driver records should include:
· Valid driving licence details
· Motor insurance documentation
· Current MOT certificate where applicable
3.3 If an accident results in injury to a British Gymnastics member while travelling directly to or from a British Gymnastics activity or event, they may be covered under the British Gymnastics Personal Accident Insurance Policy.

4. Overnight Events
4.1 Where events involve overnight stays, a designated trained welfare person must be present if the Club is responsible for arranging accommodation.
4.2 This individual must not be directly involved in coaching or delivering training during the event.
4.3 Responsibilities may include:
· Responding to any safeguarding or welfare concerns
· Supervising and coordinating accommodation arrangements
· Delivering pre-event welfare briefings
· Conducting daily welfare check-ins or debriefs
· Monitoring compliance with codes of conduct
4.4 These arrangements apply only where the Club is responsible for providing overnight accommodation.
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